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Dear Colleagues,

The Rapid Uptake Products are delivered on a two year cycle with the Accelerated Access Collaborative leading 

planning and delivery in year one and the AHSN project team leading delivery and shared learning in year two.  As we 

come to the end of 2021/22, our collaborative working groups are currently reflecting on the incredible progress made 

this year and beginning to transition from AAC to regional leadership under the AHSNs for 2022/23.  We are currently 

pursuing delivery of the outstanding priority objectives set for 2021/22 with a view to focussing on implementation and 

delivery of pathway transformation projects during 2022/23. 

Over the past year of the RUP programme, the AAC and it’s partners have produced a number of useful resources to 

support local implementation and help improve patient access to these innovative products. As key stakeholders whose 

involvement is key to the successful delivery of the RUP programme, the AAC invites you to share and promote these 

resources with your extensive networks to ensure that they continue to support healthcare teams during this 

challenging time.  Links to all resources and further information can be found in this briefing, including lead AHSN 

contact information for healthcare teams needing further support. 

Regards,

Jenny Turton

Deputy Director of Innovation, Research and Life Sciences & 

Accelerated Access Collaborative



Asthma Biologics Priorities

Asthma Biologics are an innovative group of medicines used by specialists to treat people with severe asthma. They provide a treatment option 

for people with severe asthma who continue to experience asthma attacks despite taking usual treatments (such inhaled steroids).There are now 

five NICE approved biologics for severe asthma (Omalizumab, Mepolizumab, Reslizumab, Benralizumab and Dupilumab). The asthma biologics 

work in a targeted way by disrupting pathways that lead to lung inflammation to reduce asthma attacks, improve symptoms and reduce reliance 

on oral steroids. 

1. Understanding the current context:

• Development of an adoption scoping report to investigate 

barriers in prescribing biologics

• Modelling on variation in prescribing and referral practices 

across Trusts and regions as a tool to engage and discuss 

changes in practice

• Collection of biologic waiting times for initiating biologics

2. Early Identification, training healthcare professionals and 

enhanced roles (GPs, Nurses and Pharmacists)

3. Reducing variation and improving pathways

• Development of an AAC algorithm / pathway

• Grow home/self-administration

• Grow home monitoring

4. Partner with specialist centres, acute Trusts and Primary Care 

(via AHSN) and gather best practice and utilise case studies

5. Reimbursement and coding mechanisms

• Improve use/uptake of code for severe asthma

• The new metric with the NHS Business Services Authority to identify 

respiratory patients concurrently prescribed high maintenance doses of oral 

corticosteroids and who may have undiagnosed severe asthma launched. 

• The proactive primary care risk stratification tool (SPECTRA) for 

identifying potential severe asthma patients now has 182 GP Practices 

registered to date.  Two webinars have now taken place (November 30th

and January 18th 2022) with the latest webinar having 179 attendees.    

• The clinical education training package is currently being developed with 

the first podcast available for primary care and accompanied by a 1-page 

guide to HASTE which supports identification of uncontrolled asthma.  

More resources planned (to be available by end of Mar 22).  

• Drafts now complete for the standard operating procedure on adherence 

checks and the structured medication review template as part of the 

Pharmacy Enhanced Roles workstream (to be available by Mar 22) 

• Results of the collection of duration of patient journeys have been shared 

with Severe Asthma Centre leads and have informed the development of 

the Consensus Pathway for Uncontrolled Asthma. Report to follow.

• Comments/suggestions received as part of the recent consultation will feed 

into the further development of the Consensus Pathway for Uncontrolled 

Asthma.

Programme priorities Key progress 

https://www.oxfordahsn.org/our-work/asthma-biologics-toolkit/identifying-patients-with-uncontrolled-asthma/
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https://www.oxfordahsn.org/our-work/asthma-biologics-toolkit/educational-resources/


Asthma Biologics Progress

Useful resources now available

• Patient and Public Resources - contains information (leaflets and podcasts) for patients on how to identify when your asthma is 

uncontrolled, how to use your inhaler and information on asthma biologics. 

• Clinical Educational Resources - contains information on identifying and managing uncontrolled asthma and non-adherence. The first 

podcast is available which is accompanied by a 1-page supporting document/poster. It a resource for those working in primary care 

and provides an overview of the tool HASTE which supports with identifying uncontrolled asthma. More resources to follow 

including two online modules, three webinars, and a further podcast to summarise all resources. The dates for the webinars are:

- Webinar 1 – Managing uncontrolled asthma, 1 March

- Webinar 2 – Identifying and managing barriers to asthma medication adherence, 9 March 

- Webinar 3 – Patient pathway for uncontrolled and severe asthma, 23 March

• Risk Stratification tools - contains (GP system compatible) patient identification tools for those with uncontrolled asthma 

(SPECTRA) and those prescribed a high cumulative dose of steroids (NHS BSA Oral Corticosteroid Metric). 

• Examples of best practice - contains case studies on improving severe asthma care in hard to reach populations, utilising pharmacist 

expertise in a respiratory hub, home initiation and creating local incentives to identify those with uncontrolled asthma. 

• Resources for Home Administration of biologics - contains research posters on patient outcomes for those on home/self-

administration. 

• Online Asthma Biologics Toolkit - contains all above resources and more for patients, clinicians spanning primary, secondary and 

tertiary care and commissioners involved in improving care for those with uncontrolled or severe asthma. 
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Further Information

The relevant NICE guidance can be found here: 

Benralizumab, Mepolizumab, Omalizumab, Reslizumab and Dupilumab

If you would like to discuss further with us then please reach out to the key AAC and AHSN Contacts shown below

Sarah Ramjeet (AAC) Relationship Manager - sarah.ramjeet@nhs.net

Tracey Marriott (AHSN) Product Owner - tracey.marriott@oxfordahsn.org

James Rose (AHSN) Project Lead - james.rose@oxfordahsn.org
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The relevant NICE guidance can be found here:

• Measuring fractional exhaled nitric oxide concentration in asthma: NIOX MINO, NIOX VERO and NObreath.  

Diagnostics guidance [DG12]

• Asthma: diagnosis, monitoring and chronic asthma management. NICE guideline [NG80]

If you would like to discuss further with us then please reach out to the key AAC and AHSN Contacts shown below:

• Therese Dodoo (AAC) Relationship Manager – therese.dodoo@nhs.net

• Nicola Bent (AHSN) Product Owner – nicola.bent@wessexahsn.net

• Joe Sladen (AHSN) Project Manager – joe.sladen@wessexahsn.net

Asthma Biologics

FeNO

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta565
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/TA671
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta278
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta479
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-ta10276
mailto:sarah.ramjeet@nhs.net
mailto:tracey.marriott@oxfordahsn.org
mailto:james.rose@oxfordahsn.org
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/dg12
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng80
mailto:therese.dodoo@nhs.net
mailto:nicola.bent@wessexahsn.net
mailto:joe.sladen@wessexahsn.net


FeNO Priorities 
• Over 5.4 million people in the UK suffer from asthma with the NHS spending £1.1 billion on asthma annually. Medication is 90% of this cost, 

including the excessive prescription of steroid inhalers. However, 30% of patients are suspected to be misdiagnosed.

• FeNO (fractional exhaled nitric oxide) measurements are included in NICE clinical guidance for asthma diagnosis and are recommended to 

support asthma management in people who are symptomatic despite using inhaled corticosteroids. 

• FeNO Rapid Uptake Products include Nobreath and NioxVera

Programme priorities Key progress

1. Develop an educational training package for FeNO. Consider 

delivery through existing education providers. Pursue 

endorsement from PCRS

2. Collect real world experience with exemplar sites on cost and 

operational benefits realised and patient outcomes and 

document the model and approach

3. Identify potential funding models and incentives to support 

uptake (prescribing savings achieved at GP level will be realised 

at system level) working with e.g. commissioners, STPs and 

ICSs

4. Develop a rollout toolkit to support organisations to 

implement including;

• Dissemination of emerging hub model from national 

respiratory programme GIRFT

• Advice on how to implement FeNO

• Business case and financial modelling support

• Training package and deployment

• Dissemination of exemplar pathway and clinical decision-

making tools

• Pathway Transformation Funding support

• Summary of best practice case studies from exemplar sites.

• Working in partnership with Health Education England, we have created the 

second module of the FeNO Training Package. It provides healthcare 

professionals (HCPs) with the knowledge and skills required to use FeNO 

testing optimally for the diagnosis of asthma

• Module two focuses on the interpretation of FeNO, providing an enhanced 

description of what FeNO is and how it can be used in the diagnosis of 

asthma. It also includes worked case examples covering a spectrum of clinical 

scenarios. The session is appropriate for registered professionals with 

appropriate training and experience in diagnosing and managing asthma.

• Similar to module one, it also concludes with an multiple choice questionnaire 

to summarise learning and certification is provided to HCPs on module 

completion

• It can be accessed through the following  ‘e-learning for healthcare’ link:  

FeNO in Asthma - elearning for healthcare (e-lfh.org.uk) and found on the 

dedicated Education Toolkit page on the FeNO Implementation Toolkit. To 

access the module you will need to an ‘e-lfh’ or ‘OpenAthens’ account which 

is free for NHS health or care organisations or those who satisfy the 

eligibility criteria. More information can be found the ‘e-lfh’ link above

• The training package aims to enhance awareness of FeNO testing to support 

increasing uptake whilst also ensuring healthcare professionals are provided 

with the knowledge and skills required for the optimal use of this technology 

in the diagnosis and management of asthma.

https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/feno-in-asthma/
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/projects/422/education-toolkit
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/programmes/show/56/feno-fractional-exhaled-nitric-oxide-for-the-diagnosis-and-management-of-asthma


FeNO Resources 

Useful resources now available

• The Case for Change Template and interactive data dashboard are available to access via the FeNO Implementation Toolkit page. The 

template has been designed to encourage ICS investment into FeNO testing and implementation within local clinical pathways. The 

Case for Change Template document supports clinical teams looking to implement FeNO testing at scale and it is further supported 

by the interactive data dashboard which allows users to identify the cost associated with asthma across CCGs in England, and 

estimates the cost of FeNO equipment as part of project deployment. The resource also provides a background into FeNO’s 

importance and relevance, patient benefits and the impact of asthma within specific localities. 

• The creation of the Ardens TPP and EMIS-accessible templates can be used to support data collection for Pathway Transformation 

Fund projects and project impact evaluations, as well as supporting any practices wishing to use FeNO testing. They can be accessed 

via the following link: Ardens templates and guidance (wessexahsn.org.uk). The templates are available free of charge regardless of 

whether a user is an existing Ardens customer or not. For interested sites unable to access or use the EMIS and SystmOne

compatible templates, an Excel-based reporting template has been developed and can be downloaded here. 

• Patient resources have also been created to support patient education and understanding of FeNO testing, its purpose and how it 

can be used as a supportive aid in healthcare discussions with their respiratory team. An informative patient video, detailing useful 

information about FeNO testing in an interactive style, was produced in partnership with Asthma UK and British Lung Foundation, it 

can be access here. Accompanying this is a patient-facing leaflet highlighting how FeNO testing can benefit patients and this also 

available on the FeNO Implementation toolkit

• The next Learning Collaborative event is to be held 15th March 2022. The aim of these online events is to bring together 

healthcare professionals using or interested in FeNO testing to share learning, best practice, and discuss areas of interest such as 

barriers, training and misconceptions. The next session will delve deeper into the newly released FeNO e-learning modules and 

insights from a site currently implementing FeNO testing within its pathways will be shared. Click here to register for the event.

• All resources and further information can be found on FeNO Implementation Toolkit including local AHSN contact information for 

healthcare teams needing further support. 

https://wessexahsn.org.uk/programmes/show/56/feno-fractional-exhaled-nitric-oxide-for-the-diagnosis-and-management-of-asthma
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/img/projects/FeNO%20-%20Case%20for%20change%20template%20-%20Aug%2021.docx
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/img/projects/FeNO%20-%20Case%20for%20change%20dataset%20-%20Aug%2021.xlsx
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/projects/472/ardens-templates-and-guidance
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/img/projects/FeNO%20data%20template%20for%20non-Ardens%20sites%20-%20Nov21.xlsx
https://www.asthma.org.uk/advice/diagnosis/tests/
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/projects/425/patients-communications
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/projects/471/feno-learning-collaboratives
https://wessexahsn.org.uk/programmes/show/56/feno-fractional-exhaled-nitric-oxide-for-the-diagnosis-and-management-of-asthma


Distribution list

This pack has been shared with the groups / bodies shown below. Please feel free to share throughout your 

networks or advise us of additional groups you think should be included in this regular circulation

• Association of Respiratory Nurse Specialists (ARNS) 

• Primary Care Respiratory Society (PCRS) 

• Asthma UK and British Lung Foundation

• The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 

• British Thoracic Society (BST)

• Royal College of GP's (RCGP)

• Health Education England (HEE)

• Get It Right First Time (GIRFT)

• Association of Respiratory Technology (ARTP)

• NHS England and Improvement – Respiratory Clinical Policy Unit

• Regional Medicines Optimisation Committee (RMOC)

• Beneficial Change Network

• British Medical Association (BMA)

• National Association of Primary Care (NAPC)

• Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS)

• NHS England and Improvement – Chief Professionals Office (CPO) - Pharmacy


